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Program Description

The individual studies degree may be appropriate if you desire an
unusually specialized program. The purpose of the degree is to provide
you an opportunity to specialize in two or more academic areas. You
will meet with an academic advisor to plan an individualized studies
academic program that reflects your professional and personal goals.

Program Learning Outcomes

+ Formal Communication: Students will develop and clearly express
complex ideas relevant to their chosen studies in written and oral
presentations.

Use of Evidence: Students will identify the need for, gather, and
accurately process the appropriate type, quality, and quantity of
evidence to answer a complex question or solve a complex problem
within the content of their chosen studies.

Analysis and Synthesis: Students will organize and synthesize
evidence, ideas, or works of imagination to answer an open-ended
question, draw a conclusion, achieve a goal, or create a substantial
work of art as appropriate to their chosen studies.

+ Professional Responsibility: Students will demonstrate the ability
to apply professional ethics and intercultural competence when
answering a question, solving a problem, or achieving a goal related
to their chosen studies.

Degree Requirements

Guidelines for an individualized studies degree are:

1. Contact a department chair or regional site director with a preliminary
plan for degree development.

2. The department chair or regional site director will identify possible
faculty advisors or another department chair to counsel you in degree
planning.

3. The advisors will assist you in the development of the proposal. The
proposal must include justification for specialization and a list of
courses which meet the individualized studies degree requirement
including:

a. general education requirements.

b. minimum of 124 credits and a minimum of 30 credits on campus
or a minimum of 30 credits of LSSU classes offered at a regional
center. Fifty percent of the 300-400 level credits used in the
concentration areas must be completed with LSSU classes.

c. 24 credits at 300/400 level in addition to general education
requirements and a 2.00 cumulative GPA. At least one three-credit
course at the 400 level is required.

d. BA or BS degree requirement.

4. You need to contact the chairperson of the Individualized Studies
Committee to schedule a committee meeting.

5. You will present the degree proposal to the committee for review. It is
recommended that your advisor attend this meeting.

6. The committee will approve your original proposal, approve your
proposal with recommended changes, or not approve your degree
proposal.
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. You and your advisor will submit an approved Degree Audit Sheet to

the chairperson to be distributed to the committee.

8. You will process a Major Change Form.
. Any course changes from the approved program must be submitted

to the committee for approval.
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